MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
and she had played the leading part opposite me in The Cabinet Minister, when Ada Rehan refused to play it. Elsie DeWolfe played the waiting maid in A Marriage of Convenience.
When the Spanish-American War broke out, I very much wanted to go, and I applied in person to Theodore Roosevelt, who was then organizing a regiment of cavalry. I had known him when he was police commissioner in New York. I met him at lunch one day at Delmonico's with Richard Harding Davis; when I joined them they were having a heated but friendly argument about something or other. I don't remember what it was about, but they were both much excited.
The day I saw Roosevelt at the war department in Washington he told me that both Henry Cabot Lodge and I were too old to think of going to war, that we knew nothing of warfare and that I had a wife and child to support. I had not the moral courage to point out to him that he had four or five children.
Then came One Summer's Day by Henry V. Esmond, which was not a great success and was followed by one of my biggest successes, Henry Arthur Jones' play, The Liars. In this sparkling comedy I played Sir Christopher D.eering^ the friend of everybody and the preserver of family honor.
In the last act Sir Christopher^ who has been devot- since been done away with. The cup bore the name of theaal Marie by W. W. Ftntsr,
